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"In this way the Kingdom of Bisnaga is devided
between more than two thousand captains who are all
heathen, and according to the lands and revenues that they
have so the King settles for them the forces that they are
conpelled to keeping and how much- revenue they have to
pay him everymonth during the first nine days of the month
of September. He never gives any receipts to them. Only if
they do not pay they are well punished and are ruined and
their property taken away"54.

According to Paes55 "should any one ask what
revenues that king possesses, and what his treasure is that
enables him to pay so many troops, since he has so many
and such great lords in his kingdom. Who, the greater part of
them have themselves revenues, I answer thus : these
captains whom he has over these troops of his are nobles of
his Kingdom; there are captains amongst them who have a
revenue of a mftlioan and a rnBHlan and a half of paradaos,
others a hundred thousand paradaos, other two hundred or
five hundred thousand paradaos and as each one has revenue
so the king fixes for him the number of troops he must
maintain, in foot horses and elephants. These troops are
always ready for duty, whenever they may have to go; and in
this way he has this million of fighting men always ready.
Each of these captains, labours to turn out the best troops,
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